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“Of Wise Men and Worship”      Text – Matthew 2:1-12       OT Reading – Numbers 24:15-19

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
I don’t think that anyone has been at work for the last week or so because it seems like everyone was at St Lukes or Lynmall or WestCity or Westgate (  And if you have been shopping anywhere, you will know what I mean!   And this is because it is traditional to give gifts at Christmas time.  Indeed, for many people that is what Christmas is all about – presents!  But of course, Christmas is the celebration of the birth of the Lord Jesus.  So in many homes around the world today, people will go to church to celebrate the birth of the Lord Jesus and give each other gifts sometime before or after the service.

And as we have just read, the very first Christmas involved worship and the giving of gifts; the Wise men worshipped Jesus and gave Him gifts.   
· Now, we don’t know much about these men other than to say that they came from the East and that they were astrologers, which means that they studied the stars.  
· And boys and girls, though we often sing about the three wise men, the Bible does not actually say how many of them there were.  It is assumed that there were three because they gave three gifts.  But we simply do not know how many wise men visited Jesus.  
· What we do know is that their visit attracted a lot of attention because v3 tells us that Herod the King and all Jerusalem “were troubled.”
So what we want to do on this Christmas morning is to focus on the Wise men and their meeting with Jesus in order to learn how to be wise today.  For the past three Sundays, we have been looking at Isaiah’s Christmas prophecies.  And we have seen that Isaiah prophesied about the coming of the Son of David King.  And one of the things we read about in connection with these prophecies is that the kings of the earth would worship this King.  In Psalm 72 we read, “May … kings … render him tribute; may the kings of Sheba … bring gifts!” and Isaiah 60:6 says, “Those from Sheba shall come.  They shall bring gold and frankincense.”  And these wise men fulfill these prophecies as they worship Jesus and give Him gifts.  So we will begin with a couple of general observations about this passage, then we will consider the Wise Men and their meeting with Jesus, but we will end by thinking about how we can be wise men or wise women or wise children today.  
I. So we begin with a couple of general observations about this passage.  
A. And the first thing we should notice is that we are being presented with a very clear contrast: 
1. On the one hand we have the Jews, God’s chosen people.  They are represented here by the chief priests and Scribes.  They have the Scriptures.  They have all the OT promises about Messiah.  They know where the Christ was to be born – Bethlehem in Judea.  So they should be excited about the birth of Jesus.

2. And on the other hand we have these wise men who are Gentiles, which means they are not God’s chosen people.  And they are astrologers who ‘read the stars.’  And the Bible consistently mocks those who try and read the stars.  In fact, in Isaiah 47:13, the astrologers of Babylon, which was in the East, are called useless because they can’t save anyone.  And in Jeremiah 10, God’s people were commanded not to imitate the nations who studied signs in the heavens.    
3. And yet, these Gentile wise men are here to worship the King of the Jews while the Jews will consistently reject Him and eventually kill Him!  And this contrast of unexpected reactions to Jesus is one that will be repeated many times in the Gospels.  
4. And it is an encouragement to us today not to write anyone off as a potential follower of Jesus.

B. But secondly, this passage also emphasizes the role that God plays in protecting Jesus.  
1. King Herod, elsewhere known as Herod the Great, was one of the few to bring a relative peace and order to Judea.  He transformed Jerusalem and its temple as well as other cities in Judea into magnificent, modern cities.  But he was also a ruthless king who would do anything to preserve his throne including the murder of his wife, Mariamne, and at least two of his own sons.  And we see this ruthless streak as Herod pretends that he wants to worship this newborn king when he actually wants to kill him. 
2. But despite all the power he has, God miraculously preserves the life of Jesus by telling the wise men in a dream not to return to Herod!  
3. And this is a helpful thing to keep in mind as you read the OT.  So many of the OT stories are about God miraculously preserving individuals or families or even the whole Jewish nation in order to bring about the birth of Jesus.  
4. But God is still at work today preserving the church of Christ so that He can bring all His chosen ones into the church.
II. Well, let’s now look at these wise men and their meeting with Jesus. 
A. As I said earlier, all we are told about them is that they came from the East.  
1. The East probably refers to a place like Babylon.  And you will remember that the Israelites were exiles in Babylon.  And a book of the Bible that is from that time is the Book of Daniel.  And from Daniel, we learn that there was a class of wise men who studied astronomy and astrology and religious matters.   So if these wise men were from there, it is also possible that they had heard something about Messiah from the Jews who still lived there, because not all of them had returned to Israel after the exile.  Maybe they had even read the Book of Daniel.  We do not know.
2. What we also know is that they saw a star, which they believed announced the birth of the king of the Jews.  And where else would they expect to find Him than in Jerusalem!  So they have come and asked around but no one seems to know what they are talking about.  And we can only imagine how bewildering this must have been for them.  It doesn’t even come close to illustrating this but it would be like some massive Lord of the Rings fan finally coming to NZ and asking for directions to Hobiton only to have every Kiwi he meets say, Hobiton?  Never heard of it!  Sorry.  No idea. 
B. But word of these Wise men and their quest reaches King Herod and he asks his Jewish religious experts what they know about this.  Well, Micah 5:2 says, “But you, O Bethlehem … from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.”  So they tell him that Bethlehem is the place where the Christ is to be born.  So, Herod tells the Wise men and sends them there with instructions to report back once they have found Him, so that he to can worship him.  Yeah right!  
C. And as the Wise men leave Herod and begin travelling again, we see in v9 that the star appears again and leads them to where Jesus is.
1. Now, when my family and I lived in Chicago we went to the world famous Adler Planetarium and saw a presentation about Bethlehem’s star.  It was very interesting.  It put forward a theory that this ‘star’ was an alignment of Jupiter and Saturn in the constellation of Pisces.  And ancient astrologers associated the constellation of Pisces with the tribe of Judah.  So this was their naturalistic explanation for this ‘star.’  
2. But in the OYT we read about a time when God caused the sun to stand still in the sky to allow His people to achieve a victory in battle.  And we also read Balaam’s prophecy earlier that a star would rise out of Jacob.  So God used a star to bring these Wise men to Jesus.  
3. And now they have learned that the Scriptures speak of Bethlehem as the place of His birth.  So as an aid to faith, they have the star and the Word of God!
D. And so we read in v11, “Going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him.”  
1. And congregation, this is not bowing or curtseying to a regular king but worship worship!   They probably bowed before King Herod, but they are worshipping Jesus.  The word worship is used thirteen times in Matthew’s Gospel, only and always in reference to the worship of Jesus as the Christ of God.  
2. The Book of Daniel speaks about a Son of Man King who “was given dominion, glory and a kingdom that all the people, nations, and men of every language might serve Him.”
3. So somehow these Wise men know that Jesus is the Christ and they worship Him.   It is extraordinary!
E. And next, even though Matthew could simply have said that the Magi presented Him with gifts, we are specifically told that they gave Him gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  And these are wonderfully significant gifts.  Just remember that the Wise men have just left King Herod who was in a golden palace in Jerusalem.  But now they are in a lowly house in Bethlehem, but it is to Jesus that they give these royal gifts.  

1. gold is the metal of kings.  
a. A gift of gold is an acknowledgment of His right to rule.  All of the events that have occurred have helped them see that this is no ordinary king.  Clearly God is in the centre of all of these events in a most astounding manner.  And so, by faith, they give gold to King Jesus.
2. But they also give Him frankincense.
a. Frankincense was the incense oil that the priests would use every day in the temple in Jerusalem.  Because there were animal sacrifices all day long at the temple, which would have smelled disgusting, pleasant smelling Frankincense was burned to ‘cover’ the smell. 
b. And Ephesians 5:2 will later describe Jesus’ work on earth as a fragrant offering to God.  So Frankincense was an appropriate for Jesus, our High Priest.   
3. But they also gave Him myrrh.  
a. Myrrh was a very expensive anointing oil that was a gift fit for a king.  It was also used to anoint dead bodies.  
b. So this too was a very appropriate gift for King Jesus.  And His dead body was later anointed with myrrh by Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimithea.  
4. The preacher and author, William Barclay, said, “Gold for a king, frankincense for a priest, myrrh for one that was to die – these were the gifts of the wise men, and, even at the cradle of Christ, they foretold that He was to be the true King, the perfect High priest, and in the end the supreme Saviour of men.” 
III. Well, let’s now draw our time to a close now by thinking about how these wise men teach us to be a wise men, women, or children today.  And they do this in two ways:
A. First, they teach us that a wise person responds to the call of God by worshipping Jesus.
1. As we have seen, God called the Wise men to Jesus with the star and then the prophecy from Micah.  And they responded by going to Him and worshipping Him.  
a. And my friends, they did this in spite of great difficulties.  
(1). Just think about it; they had to travel, probably by camel and on foot, for hundreds or thousands of kilometres.  They could have decided the journey was just too long or given up along the way.  But they did not.
b. But they worshipped Jesus also in spite of the disinterest of others.
(1). We have already noted that when they got to Jerusalem no one had a clue what they were talking about.  So they could have turned round and gone back home.  But they did not.  And we know that Herod met secretly with the Wise men but we are told that all Jerusalem was troubled by these wise men and what they were saying about the birth of the King of the Jews.  You would think then, wouldn’t you, that the chief priests and scribes would have walked the five miles from Jerusalem to Bethlehem to take a look for themselves!  But no, it seems that the wise men were written off as Gentile mystics.  But none of this deterred the Wise men from seeking to worship Jesus.
2. So how about you?  Will you worship Jesus today?

a. You don’t have to travel for 1000’s of Kms.  All you need to do is read the Bible.  Perhaps you have tried this and found the Bible too difficult to understand.  Some people find the existence of suffering in the world makes it too difficult to believe in Jesus.  Some people think that problems in the church make it too difficult to believe in Jesus.    
b. And it is true that many people today say that Christianity is just a crutch for the weak.  They say that science has disproven what the Bible says about creation and the Flood and resurrection, etc.  Many people today are also not interested in Jesus.  
c. But the message of the Bible is that Jesus is the Son of God.  His lowly birth reveals His humanity; He came to be like you in every way but without sin.  But He didn’t just come to be born.  He came to die a cruel and lowly death, and then to rise and ascend to heaven, there to reign as the King of kings!  He came to save you from your sins and give you eternal life if you will believe in Him and worship Him.  Are you a worshipper of Jesus?  Will you believe and worship Him today?
B. And if you are a worshipper of Jesus, then the wise men teach us that a wise person give Jesus gifts.  
1. Like the Wise men, you must give Him your gold.
a. And what I mean by this is your time, your money, your house, your vehicles, your abilities; everything you have should be used to serve Him.  Too often, you see, we hide what we have in the bank of self rather than invest it in the kingdom of God.  We do this, for example, when despite having a beer fridge and a Big BBQ and a full pantry at home, we hardly ever invite new people at church or other members to come around for a meal.  We need to ask how we can use all that He has given us to serve Him and others.
2. But you must also give Him frankincense. 

a. Jesus commands us to be part of a congregation and to gather together for public worship.  And the Bible describes the worship of God’s people as an aroma of incense that rises up to heaven.  God loves the perfume of our public worship.  So when there is worship that is where we should be.  That is how we give frankincense to Jesus!
b. But of course, we are to give Him frankincense from Monday through Saturday as well.  Romans 12:1 says, “Present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.”  Our whole life is to be an act of worship.  Our efforts to be hard-workers, our refusal to swear or blaspheme, our striving to not lose our temper, our commitment to telling the truth, our efforts to be sexually pure; all this too is how we give frankincense to Jesus.
3. But you must also give Him myrrh.  
a. Myrrh was anointing oil.  So we give Jesus myrrh when we tell others that He is our king.  The wise men stood in front of Herod and told him that it was their intention to worship the newborn king.  And as we have heard, Herod was a ruthless king.  So if you believe that Jesus is the King of kings, then do not be afraid to tell others about Him.  
So are there any wise people here today?  I know there are.  I know there are men, women and children who worship the Lord Jesus and give Him gold, frankincense and myrrh.  And if this is not you yet, then I pray that it will be today or soon.  
Praise God for these wise men.  But Praise God even more for the King they came to worship who is our King today.  And all God’s people said, Amen.

